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Books 
Book -- One Author 
Author. Title.  Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. 

Porter, Ray. Madness: A Brief History. New York: Oxford UP, 2002. 

Book – Two or Three Authors 
List authors in the order they are listed in the book.  List the first author, last name first, followed 
by a comma. Next, list the second and third authors with their first names first.  Place the word 
“and” before the name of the last author.  Complete the citation with the publication information. 
 
Davis, Stan, and Jim Botkin. The Monster Under the Bed: How Business Is Mastering the 

Opportunity of Knowledge for Profit. New York: Simon, 1994. 

Book – More Than Three Authors 
If your book has more than three authors, just use the first author listed and add et al. 
 
Gilman, Sander, et al. Hysteria Beyond Freud. Berkeley: U of California P, 1993. 
 
Book – Editor Only (no author) 
Editor, ed. Title of book.  Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. 
 
Bishop, Chris, ed. The Encyclopedia of 20th Century Air Warfare. London: Amber, 2004. 

Mandelbaum, Allen, and Robert D. Richardson, eds. Three Centuries of American Poetry, 1623-

1923. New York: Bantam-Random, 1999. 

Book – No Author or Editor 
Title of book.  Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. 
 
Two Books by the Same Author 
Author. First Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. 

--. Second Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. 

Card, Orson Scott. Ender’s Game. New York: Doherty, 1986. 

--. Ender’s Shadow. New York: Doherty, 2002.   

Book – Corporate Author 
Name of Authoring Organization. Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. 

American Red Cross. The American Red Cross First Aid and Safety Handbook. Boston: Little, 

1992. 

Book in a Series 
Author (or editor, followed by ed.). Title of Book.  Series Name Series Number. Place of 

Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. 

Labor, Earle. Jack London. Twayne’s United States Authors Ser. 230. New York: Twayne, 1974. 
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Wilson, Josleen. North American Butterflies. The National Audubon Society Collection Nature 

Ser. New York: Gramercy, 1991. 

Work in an Anthology or Collection 
Author of Work. “Title of Work.” Title of Anthology. Ed. Editor’s Name. Place of Publication: 

Publisher, Date of Publication. Page Numbers of Work. 

Bryant, William Cullen. “Thanatopsis.” Three Centuries of American Poetry, 1623-1923. Ed. Allen 

Mandelbaum and Robert D. Richardson. New York: Bantam-Random, 1999. 87-88. 

Essay in a Collection; Series—Reprinted (reprint information found at bottom of 1st page) 
Author of Essay. “Title of Essay.” Original Publication Information of Essay. Rpt. in Title of Book.  

Ed. Book Editor. Series Name Series Number. Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of 

Publication. Page Numbers of Essay.  

 (Essay taken from a periodical) 
Mukamal, Kenneth J. et al. “Roles of Drinking Pattern and Type of Alcohol Consumed in 

Coronary Heart Disease in Men.” New England Journal of Medicine 348 (2003): 109-118. 

Rpt. in Clashing Views in Drugs and Society. Ed. Raymond Goldberg. 7th ed. Taking 

Sides. Dubuque, IA: McGraw, 2006. 307-315. 

Useem, Jerry. “There’s Something Happening Here.” Fortune 15 May 2000: n. pag. Rpt. in 

Globalization. Ed. Katie Sjursen. The Reference Shelf. 72.5. N.p.: Wilson, 2000. 109-116. 

(Essay taken from a book) 
Huber, R.J. “Alderian Theory and The Catcher in the Rye.” Psychological Perspectives on 

Literature: Freudian Dissidents and Non-Freudians, a Casebook. Ed. Joseph Natoli. 

Hamden, CT: Archon, 1984. 43-52. Rpt. in Holden Caulfield. Ed. Harold Bloom. Major 

Literary Characters. New York: Chelsea, 1990. 144-152. 

Essay in a Collection; Series—Reprinted under different title (reprint info. on bottom of page) 
Author of Essay. “Title of Essay.” Title of Book. Ed. Book Editor. Series Name Series Number. 

Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. Page Numbers of Essay. Rpt. of  

“Original Essay Title.” Original Publication Information. Page Numbers in Original Source. 

 (Essay taken from a periodical) 
Kotkin, Joel. “Immigration Benefits the Economy.”  Immigration. Ed. Mary E. Williams. Opposing 

Viewpoints. San Diego: Greenhaven—Thomson, 2004. 98-102.  Rpt. of “Immigrants 

Cushion the Economic Fall.” Wall Street Journal 17 Jan. 2002: A14. 
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(Essay taken from a book) 
Knickerbocker, William S. “Educating Women and the Working Class.” Victorian England. Ed. 

Clarice Swisher. Turning Points in World History. San Diego: Greenhaven, 2000. 165-

177. Rpt. of “Victorian Education and the Idea of Culture.” The Reinterpretation of 

Victorian Literature. Ed. Joseph E. Baker. N.p.: Princeton UP, 1950. 

Familiar Reference Book 
Familiar reference books include those that are most often used and come out in new editions 
regularly.  You do not need to give full publication information for a familiar reference work, just 
the edition (if given) and year. 
 
 “Crossword Puzzle.” The New Encyclopaedia Britannica: Micropaedia. 15th ed. 1993.  

Cornell, Vincent J. “Islam.” World Book Encyclopedia. 2003 ed. 

“Trite.” Def. 1a. Webster’s Third New International Dictionary. 2002. 

Less Familiar Reference Book 
Give full publication information for less familiar reference books. 
Author of Article. “Title of Article.” Title of Reference Set. Ed. Editor’s name. Number of Volume. 

Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. Page Numbers of Article. 

Rathmell, Andrew. “Palestinian Islamic Fundamentalism.”  Encyclopedia of Terrorism. Ed. Martha 

Crenshaw and Jim Pimlott.  Vol. 2. Armonk: Sharpe, 1997. 348-353. 

Exum, Kaitlen J. “Jackson, Alan.” Current Biography Yearbook. 2004 ed. Ed. Clifford Thompson. 

New York: Wilson, 2004. 247-249. 

Multivolume Work —Volumes Have Individual Titles: 
Deater-Decker, Kirby. “Emotional Development.”  Developmental Psychology. Ed. Windsor 

Chorlton, et al. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 2002. Vol. 4 of Psychology. 6 vols.  

 

Periodicals 
Magazine Article: 
**Note: If the article is not printed on consecutive pages, simply list the first page number followed by a plus sign (34+). 
 
Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine Date of Magazine: Page Numbers of Article. 

Thomas, Evan. “How Bush Blew It.” Newsweek 19 Sept. 2005: 30-40. 
 
Mendel, Gideon. “Living With AIDS.” National Geographic Sept. 2005: 66-73. 
 
Newspaper Article: 
Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Newspaper Date of Newspaper, Edition (if any), Section (if not 

indicated in page numbers): Page Numbers of Article. 
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Yednak, Crystal.  “Four Priests Protected by Bishop.” Chicago Tribune 4 Feb. 2006, Midwest ed., 

sec. 1: 1+. 

Thomas, Sean. “Bureau County Folks React to Area’s Ranking with Top Place to Live.” 

NewsTribune [LaSalle, IL] 3 Feb. 2006: A4. 

**Note: If a newspaper is published in a lesser known city, and is not indicated in the newspaper’s title, include city in 
brackets. 

 
SIRS (Article Reprinted in Loose-Leaf Collection):  
Author of Article. “Title of Article.” Title of Periodical  Date of periodical: Page Numbers of Article. 

Title of Volume. Ed. Volume Editor. Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. 

Article Number. 

Flora, Carlin. “Hello My Name Is Unique: Can Names Alter Our Self-Perception?” Psychology 

Today Mar/Apr. 2004: 44+. Family 2005. Ed. Keri E. Anderson. Boca Raton: ProQuest, 

2004. Art. 12. 

 

Databases 
 

 
 
Magazine Article:  
Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Source Date of Source: Page. Database. Service. Library of 

Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of Service’s homepage>. 

Zubrin, Robert. “North to Mars!” Scientific American 1 June 2001: 67. eLibrary. Proquest. 

Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL. 11 Nov. 2004 <http:// 

www.elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 

Scholarly Journal with Continuous Pagination: 
Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume (Year of Pub): Pages. Database. Service. Library 

of Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of Service>. 

Butterwick, Richard F. and Amanda J. Hawthorne. “Advances in Dietary Management of Obesity 

in Dogs and Cats.” Journal of Nutrition 128 (1998): 2771. eLibrary. Proquest. Princeton 

High School Lib., Princeton, IL.  11 Nov. 2004 <http:// www.elibrary.bigchalk.com >. 

Scholarly Journal that Pages Each Issue Separately: 
Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume.Number (Year of Pub): Pages. Database. 

Service. Library of Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of Service>. 

 

eLibrary 
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(eLibrary continued) 

"Globalization and Terror: The Migration of Dreams and Nightmares." Arab Studies Quarterly 

27.4 (2005): 47. eLibrary. Proquest. Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL. 25 Jan 

2007. <http://elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 

Newspaper Article: 
Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Newspaper Date of Newspaper, Edition (if any) ed., Section (if 

not indicated in page numbers): Page Numbers of Article. Database. Service. Library of 

Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of Service>. 

Thampy, George Abraham.  “Home Schooling Spells Success.” Wall Street Journal 7 June 2000: 

A.26. eLibrary. Proquest. Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL.  11 Nov. 2004 

<http://www.elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 

Book Section: 
Author. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication: Pages. Database. 

Service. Library of Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of Service>. 

McLain, Deborah. Internet Guide for Educators. Foster City, CA: IDG, 1995: 54. eLibrary. 

Proquest. Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL.  11 Nov. 2006 <http:// 

www.elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 

Newswire: 
“Title of Article.” Title of Newswire. Date of Article. Database. Service. Library of Access, Town of 

Access. Date of Access <URL of Service>. 

“White House to Release Fundraising Documents.” Reuters 25 Feb. 1997. eLibrary. Proquest. 

Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL. 24 Jan. 2006 <http:// 

www.elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 

TV or Radio Transcript: 
“Title of TV/Radio Episode or Segment.” Title of Program. Date of Broadcast. Transcript. 

Database. Service. Library of Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of 

Service>. 

"A Grocery Tour: How Healthy Is 'Healthy' Food?." Host Lynn Neary. Talk of the Nation. National 

Public Radio. 13 Nov. 2006. Transcript. eLibrary. Proquest. Princeton High School Lib., 

Princeton, IL. 26 Jan. 2007 <http://www.elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 
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(eLibrary continued) 
 
Photograph: 
Photographer (if given). Title of Photograph. Photograph. Name of Content Provider. Date of 

Publication. Database. Service. Library of Access, Town of Access. Date of Access 

<URL of Service>. 

Planas, Donna E. Natale. US News Med-Surgery 1 Mi. Photograph. KRT News Service. 6 Sept. 

2002. eLibrary. Proquest. Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL. 26 Jan 2007. 

<http://elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 

Map/Chart/Graphic: 
Illustrator (if given). “Title of Map, Chart, or Graphic.” Type of Graphic. Copyright Holder. Date of 

Publication. Database. Service. Library of Access, Town of Access. Date of Access 

<URL of Service>. 

“Chicago-O’Hare, ORD, Airport Map.” Map. Maps.com. 1 Jan. 2001. eLibrary. Proquest. 

Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL. 11 Nov. 2004 <http:// 

www.elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 

“Obesity Surgery.” Chart. KRT News Service. 20 Apr. 2004. eLibrary. Proquest. Princeton High 

School Lib., Princeton, IL. 26 Jan. 2007 <http://www.elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 

Reference: 
“Title of Article.” Title of Reference Source. Date of Publication. Database. Service. Library of 

Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of Service>. 

“Hussein, Saddam.” The Hutchinson Encyclopedia. 22 Sept. 2003. eLibrary. Proquest. Princeton 

High School Lib., Princeton, IL.  11 Nov. 2004 <http:// www.elibrary.bigchalk.com>. 

NOTE: 
eLibrary includes a citation link for each article.  You can copy and paste this citation into your 
works cited or bibliography.  HOWEVER, you will need to make corrections for each citation to 
make sure it is correct MLA form.  Use this style sheet to help make appropriate corrections. 
 

 

Basic Article: 
Author. “Article Title.” Book Title. Editor. Edition. Place of Publication: Publisher, Copyright. 

Database. Service. Library of Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of 

Service>. 

 

Discovering Collection 
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(Discovering Collection continued) 

"Bioenergy." UXL Encyclopedia of Science. Ed. Rob Nagel. 2nd ed. Detroit: U*X*L, 2007. 

Discovering Collection. Thomson Gale. Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL. 15 Nov. 

2007 <http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/DC>. 

Reprinted Excerpt or Article: 
Author. “Article Title.” Title of Original Source. Original Publication Information. Page Numbers.  

Rpt. in Book Title. Publisher, Copyright. Database. Service. Library of Access, Town of 

Access. Date of Access <URL of Service>. 

Byerman, Keith E. “A ‘Slow-to-Anger’ People: The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman as 

Historical Fiction.” Critical Reflections on the Ficiton of Ernest J. Gaines. U of Georgia P, 

1994. 109-117. Rpt. in EXPLORING  Novels. Gale, 2003. Discovering Collection. 

Thomson Gale. Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL. 28 Aug. 2006 

<http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/DC>. 

NOTE: 
Discovering Collection includes a citation at the bottom of each article.  You can copy and paste 
this citation into your works cited page or bibliography.  HOWEVER, you will need to make the 
following correction and additions to make it correct MLA form: 
 1. Underline the name of the database: Discovering Collection. 
 2. Add the library name and town: Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL. 
 3. Add a period to the end of the citation. 
 
 
 
 
Author. "Title of the Article." Original Source of Article Date of Original Source: Page Numbers. 

Database. Name of the Service. Library of Access, Town, State Abbreviation. Date of 

Access <URL of Service's Homepage>. 

Komanoff, Charles. “Whither Wind?” Mother Earth News  Feb./March 2007: 86-93. SIRS 

Researcher.  SIRS Knowledge Source. Princeton High School Lib., Princeton, IL. 12 Nov. 

2007 <http://www.sirs.com>. 

 
 
 
Scholarly Journal with Continuous Pagination: 
Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume (Year of Publication): Pages. Database. Service. 

Library of Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of Service>. 

First Search 

SIRS Researcher 
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Frumkin, Paul. “NYC Mayor Calls for Ban on Smoking at All Eateries.” Nation’s Restaurant News 

36 (2002): 1146-54. WilsonSelect Plus. FirstSearch. Princeton High School Lib., 

Princeton, IL. 11 Nov. 2004 <http://firstsearch.oclc.org>.   

Scholarly Journal That Pages Each Issue Separately: 
Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume.Number (Year of Publication): Pages. Database. 

Service. Library of Access, Town of Access. Date of Access <URL of Service>. 

Teresko, John.  “Technologies of the Year: Hybrid Sedan.” Industry Week 251.12 (2002): 59.  

Periodical Abstracts. FirstSearch. Matson Public Lib., Princeton, IL. 11 Nov. 2004 

<http://firstsearch.oclc.org>. 

Internet Sources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Can’t Find a Component? If you cannot find one of the citation components above, you can 

simply go on to the next piece.  Not every Internet page/site will provide all of the 
components. 

• No Blue Links Allowed!!  When you type your citation URL in Word, it will automatically turn 
the address into a hyperlink (blue and underlined).  This is incorrect MLA form.  A simple way 
to get rid of the link is to hit the Backspace key, or the Undo button, right after the blue link 
appears. You can also highlight the link, turn Underline on and off, then change font color to 
black. 

• Web Address Doesn’t Fit On the Line? If the page address doesn’t fit on the line that you 
begin typing it on, you may break the address at a forward slash (.com/od) and continue the 
address on the next line. 
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Possible Components of an Internet Citation : 
1. Author 
2. Title of web page or article. 
3. Information on print publication—USUALLY NOT NEEDED!—Include this if article was 

originally in a print magazine, newspaper, or book. Use the print examples in this handout for 
guidance for this portion of your citation. 

4. Title of web site (If personal or professional site with no title, put description like: Home page or 
Online posting). 

5. Site editor (if given). 
6. Date posted or last updated (If no last update given, use copyright date). 
7. Site sponsor--usually an organization or institution (Include if not listed earlier in citation). 
8. Date you accessed the page. 
9. URL/web address (If the address is too long and includes numerous numbers and letters, MLA 

recommends giving the address of the site’s search page, usually the home page. If no search 
page, use address of home page.) 

 
General Format: 
Author. “Title of Web Page.” Information on Print Publication. Title of Web Site. Ed. Site Editor. Date 

Posted or Last Updated. Site Sponsor. Date of Access <URL>. 
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Internet Examples: 
 
Page From an Internet Site: 
Witmer, Denise. “How Does the Media Effect Body Image in Teens?” About.com. 2007. 1 Feb. 

2007 <http://parentingteens.about.com/od/bodyimage/f/media_bodyimage.htm>. 

“Beauty and Body Image in the Media.” Media Awareness Network. 2007. 1 Feb. 2007 

<http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/issues/stereotyping/women_and_girls/ 

women_beauty.cfm#top>. 

 “Major Pacific Battles, 1944-1945.” PBS.org. 21 April 2005. Public Broadcasting Service. 7 Nov. 

2005 <http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/pacific/peopleevents/e_battles.html>.  

Government Publication: 
For fact sheets or other informational articles on government web pages, cite as any other Internet 

page. 

“A Study of How Fluid Moves Through Rock.” OCRWM. Nov. 2004. Dept. of Energy, Office of 

Civilian Radioactive Waste Management. 1 Feb. 2007 <http://www.ocrwm.doe.gov/ 

factsheets/doeymp0006.shtml>.  

**For laws, hearings, bills, codes, etc., include: name of government, agency/department, title of 
document, date of publication, date accessed, URL. 

United States. Dept. of Justice. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Law 

Enforcement and Juvenile Crime. By Howard N. Snyder. Dec. 2001. 2 Feb. 2007 

<http://www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles1/ojjdp/191031.pdf>. 

Entire Internet Site: 
Modern American Poetry. Ed. Cary Nelson. 2002. Dept. of English, U of Illinois, Urbana-

Champaign. 7 Nov. 2005 <http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/>.        

Personal Home Page: 
Sharpe, William F. Home page. 1 Feb. 20007 <http://www.stanford.edu/~wfsharpe/>. 
 
E-mail Message:  
**Include: name of writer, title of message taken from subject line, description of message, date of message 

 
Schmidt, Barb. “Division Minutes.” E-mail to the author. 12 Jan. 2007. 
 
Kozeal, Renee. “Curious Problem with WorkFlows.” E-mail to John Slanicky. 13 Nov. 2006. 
 
Image—Unsigned 
“Art of Packing...Backpack.” Online Image. Johannesburg Hiking Club. 12 Dec. 2006 

<http://jhbhiking.org.za/cms/index.php?_jlo>. 
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“Citing the Internet” – Flow Chart 
 
General Format: 
Author. “Title of Web Page.” Information on Print Publication (if any). Title of Web Site. Date 

Posted or Last Updated. Site Sponsor. Date of Access <URL>. 

Answer the questions and follow the arrows.   
 

         → NO →  

      ↓ 
        Yes 

  

   ↓ 

  

  ↓ 
 
         

       → NO →  

     ↓ 
      Yes 

  
   
 
 

   ↓ 
 
 
   
 

↓ 
 
 
 

1.) Is there an author given? 
Skip author, and go to 

2.) Web page title 

List author’s name: 
   Witmer, Denise. 
     

2.) List web page title (in quotes). 
 

3.) Is there original print publication 
information that tells you that the article was 
originally in a book, magazine, or newspaper 
(print source)? 

Skip print information, 
and go to 4.) Site Title 

Cite the original print publication 
information. Use the examples for 
these print sources found in this 
handout.  Book (p. 1), magazine and 
newspaper (p. 3-4) 

4.) List web site title (underlined). 
• Not sure what the site title is?  Try truncating 

the URL to go to site home page.  Site title 
should be here. 
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        → NO →  

     ↓ 
     Yes 

  

 

    ↓ 

        → NO      → NO 

         ↓ 

   ↓          Yes 

  Yes     

 
 

  ↓ 
 

       → NO → 

   ↓ 
    Yes 

   

 

 

  ↓ 

 
 
  ↓ 

 
 

 
 

5.) Is a site editor given? Skip editor, and go to 
6.) Date of Publication 

List editor’s name, preceded 
by the abbreviation Ed. 

Ed. Jeffrey Williams 

6.) Is a date of publication or 
last update given? 

Is a copyright date 
given? 

Skip publ. date. 
Go to  

7.) Site Sponsor 

List copyright date. 
2004. 

Give date in MLA form. 
30 Sep. 2003. 

7.) Is there a site sponsor given (often an 
organization, association, or university)? 

Skip site sponsor. Go to 
8.) Date of access 

List sponsor, if not already listed in 
full earlier in your citation. 

History Channel. 

8.) List date you accessed page. 
6 Feb. 2007 

9.) List URL/web address. 
<http://www.stanford.edu/~wfsharpe/>. 
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